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The Ikirezi Stories…. 
                                                                Three farmers that have transformed their lives.  

 
 
Gertrude came to Gahara in 2009, after fleeing from an abusive and dysfunctional marriage.  
She found help from an aunt but remained desperately poor.  She speaks of a time when she 
slept under a layer of grass as a blanket to keep herself warm during cold nights. 
 
Claudine recounts the story of two sisters who came to visit her before she joined Ikirezi. The 
sisters, horrified by the situation in which she lived, a state of poverty they found disgraceful to 
the family, vowed to sever their family ties.  
 
Habimana grew up in Gahara as an orphan, in a family-headed by his mother- that made ends 
meet through day labor in agriculture. The family was extremely poor, owning neither land nor 
a house. In 2008, a young Habimana, with few marketable skills apart from determination and 
a strong work ethic was newly married with a child on the way and living in a rented simple 
house .  
 
Gertrude, Claudine and Habimana have more in common than a shared history of extreme 
poverty. They share a history of being hard working, quick learners of new modern farming 
skills, becoming Ikirezi model farmers and putting poverty behind them. 
 
Dr. Nicholas Hitimana, the Founder and Managing Director of Ikirezi Natural Products, a local 
producer of essential oils knows the three farmers well. “These three and other like them are 
what motivate me to continue my work. To see where they have come from, to where they are 

now, what they have achieved is incredible. These three are pure examples of what you can accomplish with dedication and hard work in 
an enabling environment.”  The three have worked for Ikirezi in their Gahara geranium farm since 2009 helping the organization in its 
quest to become the premiere essential oil producer in Rwanda.  
 
As Gertrude, Claudine and Habimana helped Ikirezi to grow, so have they. All 
three saved money through the years working with Ikirezi to buy land on 
which they built family homes and grow food crops. Habimana and Claudine 
bought cows, while Gertrude invested in chicken farming. There are bicycles in 
two of the three families now and Habimana managed to save enough to buy 
solar panels, illuminating the deep countryside nights for his growing family. 
Gertrude’s eyes are on her two teenage sons who joined her 3 years ago and 
through her earnings from Ikirezi, she is proudly capable of paying for their 
school fees at secondary school. Her oldest son is already dreaming to go to 
university and become a medical doctor. 
 
Ikirezi’s business model has a social heart.  The organization’s stated goal is to 
become a leading supplier of essential oils in Rwanda and East Africa. But it is 
they way they plan to do it that sets Ikirezi apart. Dr. Nicholas and his team 
seek benefit not only for the business but also for those that work with them. Ikirezi wants to maximize profits to small, often 
impoverished farmers, holistically transforming their communities. Dr. Nicholas in particular, targets widows/single women heads of 
households, such as Gertrude to realize her desires to earn a respectable living, care for and educate her children, and occupy a respected 
position in her community.                                         
 

Ikirezi is growing. In addition to its local Rwandan clientele, it counts overseas markets 
in South Africa, England, Canada and the United States. And Ikirezi is planning to add 
Tagetes and Rosemary oils to its present portfolio of Eucalyptus, Patchouli, Geranium 
and Lemongrass products. Ikirezi’s Lemongrass/Geranium mix is already in use as an 
effective mosquito repellent as part of Rwanda’s campaign to reduce the incidence of 
malaria in the country.  
 
As Ikirezi expands so does the organization’s ability to target and support other 
hardworking and determined individuals who simply seek an opportunity;  the same 
opportunity Claudine, Gertrude and Habimana received, but more importantly 
capitalized upon, to transform their lives, the lives of their families and their 
communities. 


